[Brucellosis with fatal endotoxic shock].
Brucellosis is a zoonosis with good prognosis in cases of early diagnosis. To make the diagnosis is still a problem today. A 60-year-old butcher was admitted with undulating fever, sweats, arthralgia and weight loss. Further examination revealed hepatosplenomegaly with laboratory findings of a hepatitis and multiple focal liver lesions shown by abdominal ultrasound and CT. Histologically, these lesions corresponded to caseous granulomas. Diagnosis of brucellosis was confirmed by detection of brucella species in prolonged incubation in blood culture. After the beginning of antibiotic resistance-tested therapy with tetracycline and quinolones, an endotoxic shock occurred during the first 24 hours of treatment and the patient died after multiorgan failure with disseminated intravascular coagulation. In cases of undulating fever with liver involvement, a brucellosis should be considered. Good teamwork of the internal, pathological and microbiological departments is necessary for early and correct diagnosis. This is the first report of human brucellosis in association with lethal endotoxic shock.